
Summer Reading Assignment  

AP Language and Composition 

Overview: 

In addition to the required district-wide summer reading assignment, AP Language and 
Composition students will read two additional texts, completing two analysis responses for 
each. Reponses are worth 25 points each (50 points total) and are comprised of two    
well-developed analytic paragraphs.  

Course-specific Required Reading: 

1. 1984 by George Orwell                           

2. 2. The Things They Carried by Tim O’Brien  

Analysis Assignment: 

As you read, track the themes that emerge from the text. Consider how these themes are 
constructed through language choices. You may consider using sticky notes or a note sheet 
to track what strikes you as a reader (or annotations if you own the book).   

After close reading, select two excerpts from each text that exemplify one theme. 
Examine how the writer’s choices in language help to express this message. 
Responses must be one paragraph in length and should be effectively organized. 
Claims should clearly relay how language choices reinforce theme and must provide 
specific direct and indirect evidence from the passage as support.  

You may use the topic suggestions below as you explore themes in each text: 

 
1984 Orwell 

 
• The importance of language 
• The complexity of human 

consciousness 
• Propaganda and manipulation 
• Government Surveillance vs. 

Individual Rights 
• The need for intimacy 
 

 
The Things They Carried O’Brien 

 
• The complexity of human 

consciousness 
• The symptoms of guilt, fear or shame 
• Therapy through language 
• The effects of violence and war 
• The nature of the storytelling 

 

Keep in mind: 

A theme should relay a message, not simply identify a topic. For example: “good vs. evil” is 
a topic; “good’s inevitable triumph over evil” is a theme. 

Potential writer’s choices include: diction, syntax, tone, imagery, arrangement, specific 
details, figurative language, allusions, irony etc.  

Trust your instincts as a reader. First consider what “stands out.” Then, identify the device. 
Finally, and most importantly, consider how this excerpt functions in the passage.  

Consult the Summer Assignment Rubric for scoring expectations.  


